
The process of collectively 
building happiness, 

sustainable improvement 
of quality of life, and 

social equality

Sumak Kawsay 
(Buen Vivir)There is no Buen 

Vivir without 
territory!

Conditions for intercultural 
public policies must be created

Ecuador is a 
Plurinational State

Prior consultation to 
obtain consent from 
local peoples is essential

Indigenous knowledge 
is ancient 
Knowing and producing 
with nature

“We need to build the future of the planet together“

Indigenous 
peoples are part 

of the solution

community + culture + preservation
Who benefits from the 

sociobioeconomy ?

Deforestation for export-oriented 
agribusiness along with mega projects 
in fragile ecosystems (Example: Chaco)

Lack of implementation of  free, 
prior, and informed consent

Corruption 
and threats 

to democracy 
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 "Mother Earth takes care of us, 
we have to take care of Her"

"We do not exist without our 

territories, and without us there 

is no one to defend Mother Earth"

Economic interests are 
seen as more important 

than life itself
Inequality 

and the 
struggle for 

land is a 
central 

challenge

Indigenous peoples feel used by 
the State to carry out their 
vision of development /
infrastructure

Little real progress in 
the implementation of 

Buen Vivir

Poverty and vulnerability of 
indigenous peoples is a major concern

Voices of the forest
Panel 1 - CURRENT CHALLENGES
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Expulsion of a company that 
carried out an improper study for 
the Bala and Chepete hydroelectric 
plants on the Beni River

DIALOGUE OF 
KNOWLEDGES

SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE:

NEGATIVE IMPACTS


